
Not long ago, you could be forgiven for being unaware 

of the TAFE campus in Murdoc WA. It was, after all, a 

fairly non-descript facility, resolutely overshadowed 

by its near neighbour, Murdoc University. Enter the 

architects at Armstrong Parkin who have transformed 

South Metropolitan TAFE into a show-stopping building 

that has the whole precinct talking.

“We’ve done quite a bit of TAFE work over the last 12 

years or so,” says Stephen Parkin. “This project is our 

largest TAFE facility. It was different in the sense of its 

scale. It’s a multipurpose TAFE facility which is about 

11,000 square metres of building comprising three 

levels.”

One of the most striking features of the revamped 

building is a massive, 120-metre-long, geometrically 

complex building façade made of fibre-reinforced 

concrete. “The yellow back-glass works really well with 

the fibre-reinforced screen. We get nice shadows and 

light reflected onto that screen which works well in 

terms of identity for the college.
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FROM HUMBLE CATERPILLAR TO 
BEAUTIFUL BUTTERFLY.
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Alliance Windows has over 25 years experience in creating unique quality glazing projects. Proudly WA owned, we manufacture and 

operate from our Malaga factory, servicing both local and regional Western Australia.  Specialising in high end and exclusive projects, 

Alliance is committed to tailoring the perfect solution for our clients and our reputation for service excellence is well respected.

 × Series 168 Curtain Wall can be 

fabricated as a full aluminium system 

with thermal shielding or thermally 

broken mullions and transoms to 

achieve excellent energy efficiency 

and thermal performance values.

SERIES 168 CURTAIN WALL

We’ve also maximised opportunities with the glazing 

systems in lobby spaces and office spaces and 

classrooms to fill them with light…it’s about making 

education facilities more than just a classroom, it’s 

about making it attractive to be there.”

The team gravitated towards AWS glazing systems 

because they are Australian made, certified and tested. 

In fact, they were so impressed, they chose AWS 

systems for both the northern and southern curtain 

walls.

According to partner architect, Colin Armstrong, 

“There’s translucency in this building. It was very 

important that the use of light entering the building 

was to best practice from our point of view. They are 

better spaces because of the way that you manage the 

entry of light.”

For more information, visit:  
awsaustralia.com.au/elevate

 × Thermally broken system includes a 

20mm wide true thermal break to 

maximise energy efficiency, achieving 

Uw values of 1.7

 × An aluminium cap protects the thermal 

break from UV degradation caused by 

the aggressive Australian sun. 

 ×  Will accept insulating glass units 

(IGU’s) up to 32mm thick or a custom 

spandrel adaptor reduces glass back 

to 6mm thick.

 × 100% Australian designed, extruded 

and manufactured.

Architect: Colin Armstrong and Stephen Parkin, Armstrong Parkin Architects

2D & 3D CAD Files Available | Download from specifyaws.com.au to use in your projects.  

For more information on this and the rest of the Elevate range: elevatealuminium.com.au 


