
The tiny, weatherboard house squatted at the tippy-top 

of the hill, its back turned away from the spectacular 

view, its rooms closed to the sun. Something had to 

be done! The budget was tight but the brief was clear: 

keep the old building, add another, open the spaces up 

to each other and the great outdoors, and give this 

little home in Toolijooa on the NSW South Coast a 

brand new lease of life. Enter Bulli building designer, 

Alex Urena, of Alex Urena Design Studio.

To create a successful transition between the old 

house and the new addition, Alex created three 

distinct levels. His biggest challenge was overcoming 

the significant floor-level differences between the 

old house and the natural slope of the ground. The 

solution was to connect the old and new buildings 

with two impressive sets of gallery stairs. The first set 

of stairs runs from the original home down to the 

new extension. The second set of stairs wraps cleverly 

around the new building and links it with the outdoors.

TOOLIJOOA

LITTLE BOXES ON A HILLSIDE

PROJECT FEATURE



PROJECT FEATURE

C-Lite Aluminium Windows & Doors are a family owned and operated window and door manufacturer located in Warilla, NSW.  With 

an extended team of aluminium window and door specialists, we pride ourselves on our high quality customer service and project 

solutions. Contact us today for a quote! Phone: (02) 4296 3111 Email: sales@c-lite.com.au 

 × Get up to four panels in each 

direction, with the potential to span 

a massive 12-metres. Perfect for 

opening onto outdoor dining areas!

 × Frame a glorious view with panels up 

to three metres high.

 × A range of standard or high-

performance sills.

SERIES 618 MAGNUM™ SLIDING DOOR

The owners – a family with young children 

- were also keen to keep the footprint small 

while giving the illusion of space. To achieve 

this, the home’s design includes gorgeous 

raked ceilings, and large windows and sliding 

doors, including louvres and a feature corner 

window. The windows and doors, supplied 

by local fabricators, C-Lite, work perfectly 

together to flood the home with natural light 

and achieve a sense of true connection with 

the surrounding valley.

To their absolute credit, the building designer 

and window fabricators managed to tick every 

box when it came to the owners’ vision - 

coaxing this shy home out of its dark shell and 

into the big, wide, sunny world.

For more information, visit:  
awsaustralia.com.au/vantage

Building Designer:  Alex Urena Design Studio. Builder: Lime Building Group. Landscaper: Horizon Landscapes Photographer: Olguin Photography 

 × Max panel height: 3000mm

 × Max panel width: 2000mm 

 × Max glass thickness: ≤ 20mm

 × Can be recessed into a slab for a 

beautiful, flush threshold.

 × Ideal for areas with high winds or 

heavy rain.

 × Can be configured as a 90 degree 

corner pull-away door, or with a 

cavity slide option so your doors 

disappear into your wall.

2D & 3D CAD Files Available | Download from specifyaws.com.au to use in your projects.  

For more information on this and the rest of the Vantage range: awsaustralia.com.au/vantage 


