
According to Alan, “You’re almost doing what you 
shouldn’t do, in the sense of having this very large, 
glazed expanse facing west. That’s why you’ll see there 
are very large fins on the outside of those windows to 
break them up. It became critical that the mullions of 
the windows married together with all of that and then 
the windows themselves have got two layers of solar-
controlled blinds.”
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You know you’re doing something right when the kids 
give your new school building a nickname. Affectionately 
known as The Minecraft Building, the Neville Bonner AO 
Centre at Emmanuel College on the Gold Coast is the 
brainchild of HHH Architects.

“They were looking to almost redefine the brand of the 
school,” says Alan Hayes, Partner and Director at HHH 
Architects. It’s that vision that has seen some big-thinking 
design inclusions, like massive windows that soar seven-
metres-high and afford a breathtaking view across the 
college’s sports field. To ensure the ambitious window 
and glazing goals were met, the architects worked closely 
with local fabricators, Suburban Windows. 

PROJECT FEATURE



PROJECT FEATURE

Suburban Windows, servicing the Gold Coast area since 1995, have built a reputation for quality goods and services supported by first 

class service. They manufacture the Vantage and Elevate range of aluminium windows and doors to a number of very satisfied customers 

and have positioned themselves at the forefront of aluminium windows and doors. 

×× Series 400 CentreGLAZE™ shopfront 

framing - 102mm frame for single 

glazed applications.

×× True captive glazing wedge allows 

reglazing from inside - ideal in elevated 

applications.

×× The captive wedge also offers 

increased security.

×× Wide range of sub-sills to cover 

most installations, including sub-sills 

with integrated nailing fin ideal for 

residential installations.

×× Sub-head and two piece sub-jambs.

×× Numerous door thresholds including 

weather resisting thresholds for 

external and internal swing doors.

×× Accepts louvre blades, top hung and 

bottom rolling sliding door track 

systems.

×× Snap together corners including 135º.

×× Designed for use with Series 50, 51 

and 52 commercial doors.

×× Compatible with Commercial and 

Architectural Series systems.

ELEVATE SERIES 400 CENTRE GLAZE FRAMING

For more information and the full gallery, visit: 

elevatealuminium.com.au

Architect: HHH Architects . Photography: Scott Shirley.

The owner’s ultimate aim was to design, build and 
settle into a contemporary family home that stands 
out from the crowd – and to never have to move 
again. Drawing To connect the classrooms, the 
designers opted for AWS Elevate Series 50 sliding 
glass doors. For a bit of fun, they also included little 
pop-out windows that face the oval and link the 
students to the outside.

“Winston Churchill famously said once that we 
shape our buildings, thereafter our buildings shape 
us. He was talking about the houses of Parliament 
and democracy, but the same thing is true, I think, of 
architecture generally and very much of educational 
architecture in particular. If you’ve got light and 
bright and welcoming spaces, then children are 
going to enjoy coming to school!”

2D & 3D CAD Files Available | Download from specifyaws.com.au to use in your projects.  

For more information on this and the rest of the Elevate range: elevatealuminium.com.au


